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have in a space, the bigger it looks,” points out designer lrina
Townsend of Kier Townsend. “In fact, the more zones and
features you have, the greater the perceprion of different zones
within one room is created.”

Of course, knocking down walls is not always a viable option,
and simply choosing to remove or enlarge doorways can
considerably benefit dark or compact rooms, both in terms of
access and space, but also by borrowing from maore generous
light sources in adjoining rooms. Alternatively, repositioning
doorways in the style of a classic enfilade — where doors are
aligned throughout a suite of rooms = will allow for an
unhindered vista throughout the length or breadth of the home.
This can make any property appear more spacious instantly and
aid flow, whilst “allowing the option of making the space more
intimare, if need be,” says designer Siobhan Loates, of Siobhan
Loates Design — particularly relevant to the bedroom, dressing
room and en-suite.

OPENING OUT
Increasing the foorprine of a home will always bring rewards
and, according to RIBA, 66 per cent of us wish for some form of
glass extension. These airy, glazed additions not only enhance
the light and space of an inrerior, but also establish a
relationship with exterior landscapes. In addirion, “the use of
high-insulation glass and draft-proofing makes them a viable all
year-round option,” says Rawden Rogerson, of Bartholomew.

Traditional Victorian-style glasshouses or Georgian-inspired
orangeries may often be favoured by planners, but those looking
to preserve the integrity of an original building should bear in
mind that modern glazed designs offer minimal intrusiveness
when compared to a standard conservatory. An increasingly
popular spacesenhancing addition is extension into the often
restricted, redundant exterior created with a side return —
something commonly found in Victorian and Edwardian
housing stock. Alternatively, inset glass structures and atriums,
of all styles, can be employed to connect and unify disjointed
areas, or simply open up a section of a room to, once again,
improve space and light levels,

Siting an extension at the rear of the home is more likely
to gain court approval, as will a symparhetic and well-executed
addition. However, any new space also needs ro work just as
effectively with existing internal layouts in rerms of access, low
and light-levels in the rooms beyond. Be prepared to remodel
existing rooms, and bear in mind that open or semi open-plan
formats can prove an effective aid to circulation within and
between spaces, whilst ensuring good daylight saturation.

Adding on is, of course, not the only solution to lack of
space. Prudent conversion of internal wasted areas, above
or below ground, demands a viable relationship berween
old and new to ensure bright, accessible, useahle spaces. p
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